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CENTRALISED SYSTEMS CREATE MASS DEPENDENCY AND CONCENTRATE RISKS

DECENTRALISED SYSTEMS 
DISTRIBUTE RISK & 

PROVIDE BACKUP WATER 
SUPPLIES
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Community Storage
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Small scale, decentralised solutions for  
water resource management offer many

advantages for building resilience.

Nationally-owned water infrastructure is increasingly  
vulnerable to climate change & natural disasters.

Several PPCR projects support local ownership and maintenance of small scale 
systems for collecting, storing and distributing water – sometimes referred to as 

decentralised water resource management. This is particularly relevant when 
nationally-owned systems cannot reach remote communities or where 

the costs of doing so are prohibitive.



 

COMPILED BY

*Expensive to set up and maintain* & requires 
technical expertise  * takes time to implement 
* requires advanced technical and institutional 
capacity to maintain 

*cheaper * quicker to deploy *easier to install without the need for technical expertise  *eas
ier to maintain *empowers local communities: 
> lends itself to community ownership and management
> supporting local economies through local spending
>creates opportunities for small businesses
>protects livelihoods
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community ownership and management

community ownership and management
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Develops local 
skills

Creates opportunities  
for entrepreneurs 

BUILDS RESILIENT 
COMMUNITIES 

Contributes to the 
local economy 

Promotes local 
ownership

Decentralised water supply 
solutions are relatively quick 

to implement.

Decentralised solutions are cheaper 
and easier to maintain, and empower 

local communities.

Ensuring social services and livelihood 
activities continue when water supply is 

interrupted or is unable to reach remote areas.

Centralised infrastructure is dependent 
on technical and institutional capacity 

to deliver and maintain.
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Whilst centralised water systems are able to achieve economies of scale and deliver 
water cheaply to large populations of people, decentralised solutions bring about many 
co-benefits that are particularly helpful in the context of smaller communities.


